
The Main Event!
Genesis 32



I. Jacob, before the Event.
(Gen. 32:1-2)

A. The lessons he had learned.

- He learned to balance human resources with divine

- The divine intervention – God was there.  

B. Jacob learned to balance planning with praying. (Vs. 3-21)

- Projecting a suitable attitude (vv. 4-5).   

- Praying sensible prayers (vv. 9-12).  



1. Based on the word of God; 

"Lord who said to me, 'Return to your country…'"  

2. He presented in an attitude of humility. 

V.10 -"I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the 
truth which You have shown Your servant…"

3. He spoke from the depth of the heart.  



C. The feelings he expressed.

1. He felt ashamed (V.10).  

2. The fact of God's grace.  

3. The fact of his ingratitude.  

4. He felt afraid (v.7).

5. His immediate expectation

6. He felt alone (v.24).  



II. Jacob, the Main Event.
A. The night of the struggle.

- Submission or self-assertion.

- Dependence or defiance.  

- Reliance or resistance.  

B. The moment of truth.

- The limits of God's action.  

- The touch of God's power.  



2 Corinthians 12: 9-10
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then 
I am strong.

- The exposure of Jacob's importance.

James 4:10, Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift 
you up.



C. Jacob came to the hour of decision.
- I cannot do without Him

- I will not let Him go

- I must be blessed by God

- I will admit what I am.

- Is that where you are today?  

D. The day of blessing. 

- V.29 …And He blessed him there.



III. Jacob, After the Event.

A. A new identity – Israel (V. 28)

1 John 3:1, Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed 
on us, that we should be called children of God!

B. A new vision of God – Peniel (V. 30)  

Peniel = face of God.  



2 Corinthians 4:6
For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

C. A new day of opportunity (v.31 Rd).

D. A new spring in his step (v.31)



El Elohe Israel

God, the God of Israel.


